Resumen: Gijón, también conocida como Xixón, es una ciudad importante que rivaliza con Oviedo, la capital histórica de la Comunidad Autónoma y Principado de Asturias (España), en términos demográficos y económicos históricos. Ha sido tradicionalmente un puerto y, más recientemente, una ciudad industrial, que experimentó un crecimiento muy rápido de la población y con poca planificación. Después de la crisis industrial de los años 80, la ciudad quería llegar a ser un lugar turístico más de un puerto industrial. Tanto su ubicación privilegiada como lo que se conserva de su rico patrimonio histórico, son piedras angulares para hacer posible este cambio. Sin embargo, la legislación tardía y estricta (improvisada para proteger los últimos restos de un desarrollo incontrolado anterior) impidió un re-diseño urbano necesario para albergar a los nuevos suministros turísticos. Este documento propone algunas soluciones urbanas para modificar selectivamente el catálogo de acuerdo con los potenciales culturales y turísticos de la ciudad. Estas soluciones fueron acordados por el grupo de trabajo creado por el Ayuntamiento de Gijón y ERDU (Estudio de Renovación y Desarrollos Urbanos Renovación y Urban Development Studio).
INTRODUCTION
There are few cities in the world more interesting than Gijón from the point of view of urban design. Everything is possible for the best, because everything wrong has already been done, due to an uncontrolled industrialization process along with a lack of urban plans during the most critical times of its rapid development. At the same time, Gijón enjoys one of the most wonderful locations in the North coast of Spain with privileged scenery of double bay with harbor and beaches ( Figure 1) ; and despite urban destruction, it preserves an important historical heritage. The recent urban catalogue tries to protect these cultural milestones of the city (Figure 2 ), but its strict application impedes a desirable integration of these remains in the more general urban plan, which has to be open to the touristic potential of the city.
The purpose of this paper is to explain a real plan of revision and limited modification of the Official Catalogue of Gijón with new ways of cataloguing to avoid urban stagnation. These solutions aimed to widen roads without impacting on the historical character of the city's most emblematic buildings, and to standardize building heights where this fundamental principle of urban design has not been respected, were agreed by the working group set up by Gijón City Council and ERDU (Estudio de Renovación y Desarrollos Urbanos -Urban Renovation and Development Studio) . 1 Before we go into more detail regarding these solutions, it is important to briefly introduce the complexity of the urban planning history of this emblematic city located in the North of Spain, in one of the most idiosyncratic autonomous communities, Asturias. The kingdom of Asturias (Principality at the moment) played a leading role in the re-conquest of Spain from Islamic control of the Iberian Peninsula, and gave rise in turn to the kingdoms of Castile, Leon and Portugal. Oviedo was its symbolic center, the king's court, but Gijón was the harbor. Its long history, including traces of pre-historic and Roman settlements (the name Gijón, Xixón in Bable language, appears to be a derivation of the Latin saxum, rock), and has a strategic significance in the Middle Age. However, the urban development of Gijón came relatively late since ports such as Seville and Cadiz monopolized trade with the Americas until the eighteenth century.
From then onwards, Gijón, together with Bilbao, became one of the main ports on the Cantabrian coast; and until relatively recently Gijón was an industrial center, which favored in turn significant urban development. In fact, the population of the city grew by a factor of twenty over the course of the twentieth century, which was mirrored by a corresponding increase in the growth of the urban fabric, which was undertaken without any forward planning.
In recent years, due to the crisis overwhelming the iron, steel and shipping industries, the aim has been to convert the city into a focal point of tourism, university study and the service sector, located on the so-called Green Coast (Costa Verde) of the Cantabrian Sea. In addition to the international film festival, Gijón is home to the renowned Universidad Laboral, which set up a world-class artistic creativity and exhibition space in 2007, as well as to a number of important contemporary art museums, making the city an emblem of modernity. In this regard, the challenge is to restore an impressive architectural and artistic heritage, incorporating it into a very unstructured urban plan that undercuts both the city's heritage status and its privileged location on the coast. For instance, because their height was not regulated, the line of buildings along the promenade casts the beach area into shade. This lack of regulation affected the entire urban area, where the situation is even more severe: there is a build-up of traffic in extremely narrow streets.
A positive aspect of such chaotic urban design is that any refurbishment project is an opportunity to improve the cityscape; however, too fixed a catalogue of proposals might hamper the interventions required to resolve the sort of problems cited above. At the same time, there is the risk of destruction of the same city heritage, a catalogue is designed to protect from urban speculation.
THE URBAN DEVELOPMENT OF GIJÓN
Although significant marine traffic dates back to the eighteenth century, it was not until the construction of the El Musel port in 1909, facilitating the export of coal from Asturian mines, when real industrial development began to take place in the city, beyond the medieval walls at Cimadevilla. A summary of the urbanism development could be found in In 1910, Gijón had fewer than 50,000 inhabitants, but the population of the city grew by 66% in just twenty years, and reached a total of 100,000 inhabitants by the 1940s. The first Construction Ordinances were issued in 1910, and were renewed twice in the following decades. These were the only regulatory and oversight documents in force until 1947 when the first Gijón Extension and Urban Design Plan was approved, as studied by Llordén Miñambres and Sendín García (Figures 2 and 3). 3 This urban plan was adopted late, after part of the city's cultural heritage had already been destroyed, and it permitted the necessary expansion of the city on the basis of a need for survival, rather than any other planning criteria. The legal paralysis that prevailed in the early years of the twentieth century called for urgent reform, and its moment came with precedent for the construction of tall buildings in the historical quarter of the city, which is addressed in more detail as part of the proposed revision of the Catalogue and cited again later in this paper (Figure 4 ).
It should be noted at this point that the first Gijón Extension and Urban Design Plan in 1947 took up the rationalist ideas adopted during the Republican period, as articulated in the 1937 Improvement Plan. The need to extend the city and provide adequate sanitation facilities so as to ensure greater use of land in terms of both height and occupation meant that the garden-city model was replaced with an industrial city model of high-rise buildings, with little thought for the city's historical and cultural heritage. The 1947 Gijón Extension and Urban Design Plan had been entrusted eight years previously to Germán Valentín-Gamazo, an architect and urban planner. So as to prevent property speculation, it encompassed the organization of the road and street network as well as the city's expansion over the following fifty years. However, Spanish "Desarrollismo" ("Developmentalism" set out in the 1959 New Financial Regulation) meant that this new urban development program could not be implemented as originally envisioned. In fact, as Llordén Miñambres points out, it was a rectification in response to a petition submitted eight years before by the Official Chamber of Urban Property, which had been rejected at that time due to the extremely negative report presented by the plan's author. 6 Nine thousand new housing blocks were built in the 1950s in Gijón, and the sanitation problems relating to the existing buildings were resolved (28% of which had no running water, and approximately 50% of which did not have indoor toilets). The first 2004. 7 Given that only three years had passed since its implementation, therefore, the proposals contained in this Limited Modification and Revision plan follow the approach and objectives of the cataloging project, in accordance with the aims of the municipal authorities that set it in motion and the experience of other specialized studies develop in Asturias and abroad. 8 Nonetheless, a further goal is to address some of the problems that have arisen in the course of its application, so as facilitate more wide-ranging urban development. Focused in a specific proposal of implementation, this article is not intended to detail each and every one of the features and parts that render Gijón a city of cultural interest; but it should be noted that they are important enough to warrant the development of a heritage network that would account for a new, necessary re-construction of the city's urban design that would meet the needs of the service and tourist sectors, as well as improve residential requirements. 10 So as to carry out this general urban reform successfully, the modification (granaries, store houses, barns houses, wash-houses, mills, transepts, etc.) as material expressions of the culture and traditional way of life in Asturias, which has led to detailed description of such elements (Figures 7 and 8 ).
FROM AN INDUSTRIAL CITY TO A SERVICE ECONOMY AND TOURISTIC SITE
• In the special case of the protection of freestanding and isolated buildings and their grounds, which may be reconsidered in the economic context of urban added-values generated by land rezoning, the document sees the open space immediately surrounding the building as part of the good to be protected, thus tracing a symbiotic relationship between building and immediate surroundings, to be treated as an indivisible whole (Figures 9 and  10 ).
• The document also pays particular attention to attached or semi-detached buildings linked to the goods listed in the catalogue, giving greater importance to these urban environments and sections of streets that comprise such a unique and distinctive aspect of Gijón's cityscape. It should be noted that there was no provision as regards to the conditions governing the replacement of such buildings in the existing Figure 8 . Lavadero in Fano, Camín de Llavandera road. Figure 9 . Property La Concepción. La Providencia road (Somío). regulations, which were left to the discretion of the planner or designer working on a given project.
CONTEXTUAL CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE CATALOGUE
No plan for a major urban development project is contained by the specific and particular details set out in the Urban Catalogue and its inventory of heritage goods. A new category of cataloguing (known as "contextual cataloguing") is presented so as to ensure that new building projects are congruent with the cityscape; this category describes buildings that lack the intrinsic values required for inclusion in the Urban Catalogue inventory; or their exclusion is warranted by other significant circumstances or conditions regarded as more important, although they may have certain intrinsic value of some sort.
In general, such conditions are matters relating to architecture and urban planning, and affect buildings in situations such as the following:
1. To adjust the road network which is a real need in certain thoroughfares in Gijón, so as to relieve a city that has become extremely dense.
2. If advisable, to standardize the form, design and composition of a façade since the number of floors permitted is significantly higher than the existing structure, and the current façade does not present elements of particular value. In such cases, laying out a new façade may prove more practicable that endeavoring to make a new façade match and fit into a preexisting structure.
3. When there is a need to change location to prevent the replacement of the building without the application of minimum conditions regarding contextualization and a coherent aesthetic in terms of the elevation.
The problematic case of three buildings on the Calle Jovellanos (CENT-CENT-A-271, CENT-CENT-A-245 and CENT-CENT-A-242) is a pertinent example in this regard: these are linked to the contextual building scheme so as to prevent their disappearance in the new Catalogue (Figures 11 and 12) .
The proposal of revision aims to even up the road level in line with the standardization of the streetlevel begun in the mid-twentieth century, based on the 1937 Urban Improvement Plan. This plan was designed to resolve problems relating to traffic, sanitation and habitability in general. However, a number of buildings were left off-level in relation to the street, and at their original height, a contrast that makes parts of Gijón look like a set of teeth in need of some fillings or even implants.
It is worth noting at this time that nineteenth century buildings on Calle Jovellanos itself (numbers 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 2, 4, 6, 8 and 10) were being demolished at that point in time, a practice that was extended throughout the urban residential space of the city. 11 The 1947 Gijón Extension and Urban Design Plan did not prohibit new buildings of up to seven floors, based on overwhelming precedents dating to 1934 when the building of the Casona Blanca in the same area, the Plaza del Instituto, was permitted for artistic reasons (Figure 4) . Despite its importance, this building was a harmful precedent for the following decades of uncontrolled urban development.
Given that the current situation in relation to the three buildings is the outcome of the urban planning process and development to date, the Urban Catalogue regards the formal finish, standardization and adjustment of the construction alignment of the built complex as a whole as being of greater interest and significance than the protection of the particular buildings concerned. Nevertheless, the specific identity of the buildings is so strong as to retain their urban presence in the street. In fact, the environmental category included in the previous classification required only the documentation of the heritage good; once permission to demolish had been granted, it had no bearing on the new construction that could emerge as a result.
In contrast, the new category of contextual construction evolved from the idea of precedent; any building replacement project must be positioned and adapted in accordance with a set of construction principles designed to shift such buildings and increase their height, while maintaining a coherent line in composition and aesthetics terms between the new building and the original. To ensure that the idea, design and composition of the preceding building is not lost over the course of the project, the contextual category is complemented with detailed regulations concerning the elements and parts of the building that have a bearing on its external appearance; see, for example, the project outline of the example summarized for the purposes of this paper, once it is officially published.
Nevertheless, replacement is the exception rather than the rule; insofar as possible, such buildings are to be renovated and refurbished. In the final analysis, these urban actions come under the jurisdiction of the City Council which has the final say on the definition of the project, be it renovation or replacement.
As regards to the limited modification of the Catalogue proposed here, the inclusion of the category of contextual construction aims to preserve distinctive features and aspects of the city's architectural heritage, from the historicistmodernist school and the first phase of rationalism that shaped the urban residential area, as well as the traditional urban housing blocks, which contribute to the urban design image of some of the city's outlying districts. 12 This proposal has a direct impact on urban planning projects, requiring that their design and external composition fit within the urban complex in which it is set.
Our view is that this category is essential to the provision of technical solutions that can relieve the pressure on a city that has grown too dense, as well as to enabling the construction of pedestrian areas in spaces that respond to the city's redefinition as a cultural tourist and leisure destination. As well as clear conceptualization, major renovation and refurbishment of this kind call for committed political action as well as clear ideas based in knowledge and former experience. 13 The decision to undertake this limited modification of the Urban Catalogue of Gijón is only the first step in the process. Nor is this initial step directly transferable to other cities, since it is intrinsically bound up with the city of Gijón itself and its rich -albeit heretofore untapped -heritage, an urban complex located on a beautiful coast with extraordinary potential for the future.
In conclusion, this proposal is based both on the experience of urban planning in general and the specific needs of the city of Gijón. The general rules of urban development are to be applied on a caseby-case basis. Cities, like people, are living entities; each is unique. 14 The Limited Modification and Revision of the Official Urban Catalogue has been specially designed to match both the accidental historical urban planning of the city and its recent transformation in a cultural and tourist destiny with an enormous potential. , 1995) . A General Urban Plan for the population was proposed in 1913 (based on the 1892 Ley de Ensanche, which extended the territorial area to 372 hectares), but it came to nothing because none of the deadlines or extensions established by the central government were met. 4 The overall purpose of these demolitions was to make a series of urban renovation projects viable. Llordén Miñambres, op. cit., 63. 5 The underlying philosophy was congruent with rationalist trends prevailing in urban planning at the time, which held that "la reforma de un plano de población, si ha de llenar el fin para el cual es estudiado, ha de responder a las necesidades realmente sentidas y ha de preparar y ordenar el crecimiento haciendo posibles otras soluciones que surjan en años venideros". Reformas urbanas de Gijón, 1937, brochure of the project by the municipal architect José Avelino Díaz Fernández-Omaña, 7 pp. Quoted in Llordén Miñambres, op. cit., 62. 6 Llordén Miñambres, op. cit., 70. 
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